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It is the policy of the Oregon Department of Vetex@ffairs (ODVA) to promote
positive and cooperative government-to-governmelations with the nine federally
recognized tribes of Oregon. ODVA continues thdgats by building and
strengthening our working relationships with the@on tribes. This annual report is
respectfully submitted to Governor Theodore R. Kglaski and the Commision of
Indian Services to outline ODVA's activities anchomunication.

Continued efforts to strengthen relationships \tliga Native American tribes of Oregon
are mutually beneficial for Government-to-Governtneffectiveness. This report
identifies ODVA's activities during the 2008 calemd/ear.

2008 Government-to-Government Activities and Communication

* The ODVA Salem Claims and Counseling staff parttievith the Federal
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) and other StateFederal Agencies
in disaster relief efforts from the winter stornmldloods of 2007. (January)

» History was made in 2008 as Eugene J. LaBonte netle Vice-Chair of the
Veterans Affairs Advisory Committee (VAAC). LaboneUS Navy veteran of
the Vietnam-era, is the first Native American toasi the VAAC, which has
already enjoyed a high degree of diversity. In addito the duties he fulfills with
the VAAC, he sits on the Legislative Affairs andrral Report subcommittees.
Labonte is a member of the Confederated Tribekefirand Ronde. (March)

 The 2008 Women Veterans Conference hosted in Rendl@regon featured a
Native American veteran as a guest speaker. Vaddaavert, a resident of the
state of Washington, delivered remarks about hpegances during World War
Il. There were also Native American veterans ttignaled the event. (April)

* ODVA Director Jim Willis, Deputy Director Paula Bem, administrators, and
staff members attended the 2008 Tribal Informabary at the Oregon State
Capitol. The event focused on honoring, protecéind enhancing the cultural and
natural resources of their Tribes by sharing infation and experiences during
the event. (May)

* On Memorial Day, the Grand Ronde Honor Guard postecatolors at a
ceremony honoring the fallen soldiers of Operatiwagi and Enduring Freedom.
The Grand Ronde Honor Guard posted the colorseatdlemony held at the
Afghan-Iragi Freedom Memorial located on the graiatitODVA. (May)

* On Memorial Day, Deputy Director Paula Brown deled a speech at the West
Valley Veterans Memorial on the grounds of the @defated Tribes of the
Grand Ronde. Governor Theodore R. Kulongoski dedde¢he keynote speech at
the event. Governor Kulongoski, a Marine Corps nagteis the first Oregon
Governor to have his name inscribed on the veteramorial. (May)



Several ODVA administrators, managers, and stafhbes attended the 2008
Tribal Information Day at the Oregon State Capifdlay)

Each year the Oregon Department of Veterans Aff@R3VA) provides County
Veteran Service Officer (CVSO) training. A veteraiepresentative of the Siletz
tribe attended the 2008 meeting held in The Da{Msyy)

Director Jim Willis attended the Sixteenth Annualn@derated Tribes of Grand
Ronde Veterans’ Pow-Wow from July 1-3. ODVA VetesaBervice Officers
provided direct outreach for veterans seeking nmdoemation about veteran
benefits and services. (July)

On July 18, the Oregon Military Department (OMDyaDDVA hosted a military
celebration honoring the 60th anniversary of theedeegation of the US Armed
Forces. Director Jim Willis and ODVA staff membeesrticipated and attended
the event. The honor guard of the Confederatede$rds the Grand Ronde posted
the colors for the event. Additionally, ODVA puliled aVETSNEWS article

about the event that included Native American anlitveterans. (July)

On August 14, Eugene Labonte of the VAAC, attentied_egislative
Subcommittee meeting. (August)

Dave Cooley, the manager of ODVA'’s Salem Claims @ondnseling, attended
an annual training at Camp Chapparal. The traifongeteran service providers
was held in August. Sponsored by the United Staggsartment of Veterans’
Affairs (USDVA), the training provides an underdiarg of Native American
culture. The training provides a higher level @frl@ng necessary for serving
Native American veteran. (August)

In 2008, ODVA supported the planning of the OreddirMilitary Gala. The All
Military Gala was titled sponsored by Spirit Mount&asino. Spirit Mountain is
part of the Confederate Tribes of the Grand Romdsupport of the event, a full-
page advertisement published in the Statesmandldorraise awareness, which
included key contact information for ODVA. (August)

Director Jim Willis attended the presentation & @regon Honorable Service
Medal at Chinook Winds Casino in Lincoln City. ($&pber)

On November 12th and T®eputy Director Paula Brown attended th& 11
Annual Government-to-Government Summit for theestdtOregon. The
Department provided materials in support of theneEugene J. LaBonte, the
Vice-Chair of the VAAC also attended the event. {Bimber)

Invited Tribal Veteran Service Officers to the aahGounty Veteran Service
Officer (CVSO) training. (Annually)

Continued to invite the members of tribal governtada attend quarterly
meetings of ODVA's Veterans’ Affairs Advisory Comitaie (VAAC).

(Quatrterly)



» Throughout the year, tribal governments are invitegarticipate in leadership
meetings with the ODVA. This included invitatiomsthe leadership meetings
held under Executive Order 08-08: Governor's Taské&on Veterans Services.

* Maintained the information of the nine federallgagnized Oregon tribes in the
Veterans’ Service Officers Directory. The tribalarmation is also accessible
through the ODVA website along with direct and nedt links including, but not
limited to: home loans, VA Native American programdian Heritage, and
Native Americans in the US military.

* Promoted and reported on tribal veteran issuessnamwd events online at
www.oregon.gov/odvand in the bi-monthly VETS NEWS publication.

Planned Tribal Activities and Interactions for 2009

» ODVA will continue to invite members of Oregon’sieifederally recognized
tribes to attend the quarterly Veterans’ Affairsvisibry Committee meetings.

* Work continues on a publication of veterans’ memsriThis publication will
also contain tribal veterans’ memorials. ODVA veilek their assistance in
gathering information.

» ODVA will continue and encourage participation e tTribal Information Day at
the Oregon State Capitol.

* The Director, Deputy Director, and other approgristaff will continue to attend
meetings and events held by tribes or pertainirtghal veterans affairs.

» Continued involvement in the Oregon Government-tw&nment Summit will
include ODVA representatives.

» The ODVA office will continue including the ninederally recognized tribes and
tribal Veterans Service Officers in the Veteranshice Officers Directory.

* ODVA and the Public Information staff will continae promote and report on
tribal veteran issues and events both onlingvalv.oregon.gov/odvand in the
bi-monthly VETS NEWS publication.

« ODVA Veterans’ Services section will continue toite the Tribal Veterans’
Service Officers to annual CVSO training.




